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Higher than the Angels

By Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair
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“The angel of G-d who had been going in front of the Children of Israel moved and went behind them...” (14:19)


The word in hebrew, chaya, has two seemingly opposite meanings. A chaya is a wild animal, but it is also one of the names of the most elevated of the angels,

as we say in our daily prayers: “And the Ofanim and the

Chayot HaKodesh…”


What possible connection could there be between a beast and a celestial being? Man is called a “walker”. As it says in the Prophet Zecharia, “I will give you strides (mehalchim) amongst the ‘standers’ (the angels) here.” (3:7)


An angel can only stand in its place; it cannot move up or down. It has no freedom to choose. Its perception of G-d is so overwhelming that it can do nothing other than the Will of G-d. A beast is the same. It too has no freedom of choice. It can only follow its instincts, which is the Will of G-d.


Only man can choose between good and evil, and thus only man can move up or down. When the Jewish People elevate themselves, when they exercise their freedom to choose to do the Will of G-d, G-d shines his kindness upon them, and they can ascend to a level above even the holiest angels.


Thus, “The angel of G-d which had been going in front of the Children of Israel” — i.e. preceding them in holiness — now “moved and went behind them”, because they had elevated themselves higher even than the angels.
• Source: based on the Kedushat Levi

Reprinted from the Parashat Beshallach 5777 email of OHRNET, the Ohr Somayach Torah Magazine of the Internet.

An Interview with the Yeitzer Hara about Facebook

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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As I was coming out of shul yesterday, who do I meet but the Yeitzer Hara himself.  As my readers know, I’m always anxious to learn some new tricks, on  how to avoid sinning, from the “man” himself.  I immediately pigeon-holed him and asked, “Can I have a few of your precious minutes?”  


He looked at me good humoredly and said, “Rav Weiss, you want to steal some more of my secrets?” 


I answered bravely, “Well we both work for the same Boss, don’t we? 


So he chuckled and said, “I guess I can spare you a few moments!”  


So I told him that recently I opened a Facebook page and began posting videos of some of my short lectures between Mincha and Maariv and other links to my teachings. 


He shrewdly looked at me and told me, “You know, I don’t like the Torah-stuff. The Gemora in Kiddushin teaches us that Hashem created the Evil Inclination and the Torah as its antidote.”


Rabbi Weiss:  Well, we each have to do what we’ve got to do.  Right?


Yeitzer Hara: I guess so.  So how many people do you have watching your little Torah thing?


RW: I already have over 1,900 ‘friends” and I’m hoping that many of my readers will ‘friend’ me too and enjoy the Torah.


YH: (With a sinister laugh!) You don’t know what you’re getting into!


RW: What do you mean by that?


YH: When the telephone was invented, it afforded me many more opportunities to get people to sin with Lashon Hara, evil gossip.  But, if the telephone was like a smoking gun, Facebook is a Weapon of Mass Destruction!


RW: How so?


YH: One person, we’ll call him Chaim, has a financial disagreement with his friend Chatzkel.  So Chaim posts a picture of Chatzkel on his Facebook page and says, “Do you know this guy? He calls himself a contractor.  He messed up my wife’s kitchen and is trying to rob us blind.  Stay away from him” He then shares this with his 1,400 friends and some of them shared it with their 100s of their friends.  Now, in reality, Chatzkel did a good job but Chaim’s wife did not like the shade of yellow he used and therefore did not want to pay him.  In the meantime, seven people already cancelled jobs with Chatzkel and his reputation was completely ruined.


RW: Oh my! That’s very scary.


YH: That’s just the beginning.  You should see the bashing of Gedolim that goes on in Facebook.


RW: For the sin of not giving proper respect to Torah, the 24,000 disciples of Rabbi Ahiva died of the most heinous death of diphtheria.


YH: I’m just getting started.  Then there’s the matter of rampant promiscuity.


RW: In what way?


YH: Lots of ways.  There are all kinds of loose women that prey upon lonely people or curious people on the internet.


RW: That can be a serious problem causing one to transgress the prohibition, lo sosuru acharei l’vavchem v’acharei eineichem – one should not stray after their heart and after their eyes.


YH: It gets even scarier.  The Torah says that a man is prohibited to wear the clothing of a woman and vice versa.  The commentators explain that this is to ensure that a man not disguise himself as a woman and then mix with them.  This can happen on Facebook with a man who opens a page with a woman’s name and picture and then hobnobs with the ladies.


RW: How scary!


YH: One more thing and then I’ve got to go.  If you’ve got teenagers who are on Social Media unsupervised – besides the lewdness, they can pick up all kinds of information that you don’t want them to have from where to find the cheapest pot to where they could get a fake ID, to how to jumpstart a car or even obtain a gun.  It’s the Yeitzer Hara’s dream come true.  And now, I’ve really got to go!


RW: Well, as always thank you for your eye-opening advice.


Postscript: From the preceding, I hope you understand that Social Media is a very dangerous media indeed.  However, I also realize that there are millions of people who are actively using it.  Therefore, if you can avoid it, please listen to me on Kol Haloshon, by dialing 718-906-6400 or view me on TorahAnytime.com where I have already almost 2000 shiurim in video.  Or, subscribe to Dial-a-Shiur and learn with me on Torah Communications Network or even better, subscribe to my weekly Torah CD which will also help my livelihood by calling 718-916-3100 or emailing me at rmmwsi@aol.com.  


However, if you are using Facebook for business or other permissible purposes, then ‘friend’ me and enjoy the almost daily lectures that I am posting there.  In the merit of our learning Torah, may Hashem bless us with long life, good health, and everything wonderful.


Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel.

Reprinted from the February 10, 2017 website of Matzav.com

Israeli Girl Eats For 

First Time at Age 5
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Dinush Rivkin of Kiryat Malachi suffered from a congenital birth defect called esophageal atresia, which causes the esophagus to end in the lungs rather than connecting normally to the stomach.


After successful corrective surgery in Boston, she recently ate birthday cake for the first time at a celebration of her fifth birthday back in her hometown. Her distress touched so many hearts that a million shekels of the 1.5 million shekel cost of the operation was collected within one day.


“It is a very exciting day for us to see Dinush celebrating a birthday and eating cake,” her mother said emotionally. “I also want to say thank you to all the Jewish people who supported us all the way.”

Reprinted from the February 12, 2017 website of Matzav.com

Rav Avigdor Miller on

Snow and Da'as Hashem
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Rabbi Avigdor Miller, Zt”l


QUESTION: What is the benefit of snow, ice and sleet?


ANSWER: Ice, snow, sleet. "Mashlich karcho ki'fitim" (Tehillim 147-17). Hashem casts ice on the world like bread. Ice is bread. Snow is bread. Snow lasts a long time. It melts slowly. It soaks into the earth. Not like the rain which runs down into the rivers and oceans. 


No, no. It melts slowly and it soaks into the earth. And it becomes bread. The melting water of the ice and snow is absorbed gradually into the earth instead of running off and that's what the earth needs in order to produce. That's why the Gemara says that one snow is as valuable as five rains (Ta'anis 3b).

Of course, on the city streets it may seem like a nuisance. No, no. On the city streets the snow is there to remind you of the miracle of ice and snow. It's beautiful and it can be a nuisance as well. And that's meant to remind you of the miracle of bread. When you eat bread and delicious fruit in the Spring, you'll be doing so because of the snow that falls in the winter.


If you were a farmer on the field, you'd love the ice. It melts very gradually and gives the field a good drink of water. And in the Spring you'll have a good crop as a result. So, "Mashlich karcho," He throws His ice, "ki'fitim," like pieces of bread. And don't forget that. Ice is bread. No question about that.

And in the city streets the snow is da'as Hashem. It's there to remind you of the chesed Hashem of snow and bread and food. It's beautiful and it can be a nuisance. And that's to remind you of the snow in the fields and mountains. When you see the snow, you are seeing the chesed Hashem of food. Yes, that's a very important purpose of the snow in the city. So when you're shoveling the snow or walking on the curb, don't waste that opportunity. Look at the snow and remind yourself that Hashem is preparing the earth for the Spring and Summer. That's what it's there for. That's what the snow in the city is for. (TAPE # E-174)

Reprinted from the February 9, 2017 email of Toras Avigdor.

Reaching the President

Rabbi Binyomin Ginsberg
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Rabbi Binyomin Ginsberg

And Hashem went before them by day… and by night… (Shemot 13:21) 


In 2012, I was invited by one of the Jewish community schools in Tucson, Arizona to speak to their students. One of the families there had several children in the school and wished to receive some guidance as to how they could best provide an authentic Jewish education for their children.


When I arrived in the school one morning, I was approached by the principal who asked if I could address the students. He suggested that with Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur approaching, it would be beneficial for the students to hear about the importance of davening. I agreed.


I later entered the auditorium with my mind set on very straightforwardly talking about the concept of tefillah. But, as I soon discovered, I would have to slightly modify my initial plan and choose a different method of engaging the children.

So I decided on the following. “I am a little frustrated,” I told the kids. “There is a gentleman who has been in jail for more than twenty-five years. His name is Jonathan Pollard. Yet there is one person who can wake up in the morning and set him free. And that is the President of the United States. So let me tell you what I am going to do. I will call the White House and ask the President to release him.”


I took out my cell phone, put it on speaker and began dialing the number of the White House. I only got as far as the operator. 

“Good morning, White House, how can we help you?” 

“I would like to speak to President Obama,” I said. 

“He is not available,” said the operator. 

“When will he be available?” I prodded. 

“He is not available for private calls.” 

“I am here,” I continued to say, “with close to two hundred of his relatives. I

need no more than thirty seconds of the President’s precious time. Can you please let me know when I can call back?” 

“He will not be available,” it repeated. 

By now, I realized that I was not making progress, so I figured I would go a step further. 

“Can I please speak to your supervisor?” I asked. Surprisingly, I was let through to the supervisor.


“Hello, sir, what can I help you with?” 

“I would like to speak to the President,” I asked.


“He is not available now.” 

“Can I give you a message to relay to him?” 

“Well,” she said, “I don’t have access to the President.” “Where are you now?” I asked. “In the White House.”


When she said this, I was left a bit confused. “You cannot just go to the Oval Office and let him know I would like thirty seconds of his time?” 

“Sir,” she replied, “I have worked under nine presents, and not once have I ever seen any of them.” 

At this point, I knew I needed to pitch a good reason for getting through to him.


“I have a very important message I need to tell him,” I said.” 

“We have a fax line,” the lady replied, “and you can write out your comments and fax them in.” 

“Okay,” I said, “and then the President will get it?” 

“No,” came the reply again. “The way it works is that we record a tally of all the comments we receive, and if we accumulate at least five thousand comments about a particular matter, somebody slips a piece of paper to the President and informs him that there were so many comments about such-and-such an issue.” 

As I heard this, I knew I wasn’t going to get too far in my goal of reaching the President. I then turned towards the room full of students and said, “Look at this! We could not get even thirty seconds with the President. We couldn’t even give him a piece of paper. There is no communication between us and our leader. 
“But what happens between us and Hashem? We have the amazing gift of tefillah. We have the opportunity twenty-four hours a day plus three special times throughout the day to directly talk to Hashem without ever getting a busy signal. Where else can youfind that type of relationship where someone is always available and ready to listen? How fortunate we are.”
Reprinted from the Parshas Beshallach 5777 email of Torahanytime.com
Muslim Halal Products Feature Hashgacha of the RK
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Muslim Halal food products with kosher hashgacha at Moscow Food Expo


At a food expo taking place this week in Moscow, Muslim businessmen marketed products certified as Halal, for which they rely entirely on the kosher certification of RK, headed by Russia’s chief rabbi, Rabbi Berel Lazar.


RK Administrator Rabbi Yosef Varzov told Matzav.com that their exhibition at the expo features hundreds of different products from factories across Russia that are under the supervision of Russia’s Chief Rabbinate. Photos by JDN:

Reprinted from the February 15, 2017 website of Matzav.com

Living with the Times

The Ten Commandments and the Lesson Of Elevating Even the Most Mundane
Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, zt”l

The Lubavitcher Rebbe.
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The climax of the Exodus from Egypt and the purpose for which the world was created was the Revelation on Mount Sinai. It was there that G-d gave the Ten Commandments and the Torah to the Jewish People. In front of the assemblage of every single Jewish man, woman and child, and in the presence of the souls of every Jew that would be born throughout the millennia, G-d descended on Mount Sinai and said, "I am (anochi) the L-rd your G-d." These historic events are described in this week's Torah portion, Yitro.

The Midrash points out a curious fact: The word "anochi" is not Hebrew--it is an Egyptian word!


The Ten Commandments are a condensation of all the guiding principles of the Torah. Of these, the first two commandments, "I am the L-rd your G-d" and "You shall have no other gods," have an even greater measure of holiness, for they were heard by the Jews directly from G-d Himself, and not through Moses.


The first of these two commandments, by virtue of the order in which it was given, has even more significance. Why, then, did G-d choose to express the most lofty and exalted concept, the "I," the very essence of G-d Himself, in a foreign tongue? Why didn't G-d use the Hebrew word for I--"Ani"--to begin the most important utterance ever heard?


In order to understand this paradox, we must first examine the purpose of the Revelation on Mount Sinai. The Torah was not given to guard the holiness contained in the Hebrew tongue; for this, no G-dly earth-shaking Revelation would have been necessary. G-d descended on Mount Sinai for one reason only--to enable us to elevate even the lowest and most mundane aspects of our lives and of the physical world, including the Egyptian language, the spoken words of the most corrupt and abominable nation.


Holiness existed before the Revelation, and Jews had long occupied themselves with the Torah. The innovation of the Revelation was the ability to "fuse" holiness with mundane, to imbue physical matter with spirituality. Even things that were seemingly far removed from the realm of holiness could now be used to bring G-dliness into the world.


The aim of the Revelation is pointedly emphasized by the use of the Egyptian word "anochi." A Jew's daily life involves elevating the physical and transforming it into a vessel for G-dliness. Prayer and Torah study enable us to reach only a limited level of spirituality; elevating that which is base and seemingly trivial, by adhering to the laws of the Torah, enables us to attain even greater heights of holiness.


When we fulfill G-d's will by elevating even the "anochi," as G-d Himself did, we fulfill the purpose of the Torah and carry out the world's Divine plan.

Reprinted from Issue #200 of L’Chaim Weekly for Parshat Yisro 5752/1992, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

U.S. Senate Bill to Honor WWII Vet Who Protected Jewish Solders in German POW Camp
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Army Master Sgt. Rodrick Edmonds


Several senators have introduced a bill seeking to posthumously award the Congressional Gold Medal to Army Master Sgt. Rodrick “Roddie” Edmonds for his heroic actions in a German prisoner-of-war camp, Stalag IXA, that saved the lives of hundreds of Jewish-American soldiers.


The bill to recognize Edmonds, which was introduced by Sens. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), and Tim Kaine (D-Va.), notes how Edmonds, as a senior noncommissioned officer responsible for the 1,275 U.S. soldiers at a prisoner-of-war camp in Germany, orchestrated an incredible show of unity when the Germans ordered him to identify and separate out the Jewish soldiers under his command.


As a result, Edmonds and all 1,275 soldiers refused the Nazis orders and stood together with a German officer angrily shouted, “They cannot all be Jews!” to which Edmonds replied, “We are all Jews here.”


“The courage and foresight Master Sergeant Edmonds showed that day to save the lives of approximately 200 Jewish-American soldiers is truly remarkable,” Corker said in a statement. “Even when faced with death himself, Master Sgt. Edmonds and the men under his command stood united to protect their fellow soldiers. His moral fortitude and humility serve as an example for us all, and I am pleased to join my colleagues to honor his life in this way.”


Senator Cardin said, “When I learned of Master Sgt. Edmonds’ valiant actions that saved Jewish-American prisoners of war in Germany, I was reminded of the Talmud’s teaching that, ‘whoever saves a life, it is considered as if he saved an entire world.’ At a dark time in humanity’s history, Master Sergeant Edmonds was a bright light and did what his heart told him was the right thing to do.”


Edmonds, who was originally captured during the Battle of the Bulge in Dec. 1944, returned home after 100 days in captivity and died in 1985. He has also been honored by Yad Vashem -the state of Israel’s official Holocaust memorial and research institute – as “Righteous Among the Nations,” the Israeli honorific for non-Jewish saviors of Jews during WWII, for his actions. JNS.ORG

Reprinted from the February 15, 2017 website of Matzav.com
Honoring Parents

And In-Laws

By Rabbi Berach Steinfeld
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In this week’s parsha, Parshas Yisro, we see the mitzvah of honoring one’s parents. In Parshas Kedoshim we see the mitzvah of respecting one’s parents. In Parshas Yisro when the posuk discusses the mitzvah, it says honor your father and mother, mentioning the father first. In Parshas Kedoshim when the posuk discusses the mitzvah, it says a man should respect his mother and father, mentioning the mother first. Rashi explains this difference in word order by saying it is easier for a person to show respect for his father since the father is a tougher figure. In contrast, when it comes to honoring, one finds it easier to honor one’s mother since she is softer. The Torah therefore is teaching us that one should respect and honor both parents equally.


It is interesting to note that if a father and a mother who are married ask a child to bring a cup of water, the child should bring the water to the father first and then to the mother. The logic behind this is that both the child and mother are required to respect the father.


The posuk in Kedoshim says that a “man” should respect his parents. The Gemara explains that really both a male and female are required to respect his/her parents; however, since a woman’s responsibility to her husband takes precedence when she gets married, she may not have the opportunity to show respect to her parents; therefore, the posuk uses the term “man” because he always has the opportunity.


In this week’s parsha we see that Moshe showed respect for his father-in-law. According to many Rishonim this is the source in the Torah that teaches us that a person must show respect and honor his in-laws.


If a husband requests something from his wife at the same time that her parents ask her for something, the wife is supposed to do her husband’s bidding. The question arises; if a person is required to show respect for his or her in-laws, why is his wife obligated to fulfill her husband’s request when he also has the obligation of respecting and honoring her parents. We saw a similar concept in the scenario of a son who was obligated to bring water to his father before his mother since both are required to show respect to the father.


There are a number of answers to this. The first answer could be that the respect a woman must show to her husband is not a din of a mitzvah but a “shibud” that comes first in the fabric of their marriage. You therefore can’t use the reasoning that they are both required to respect the in-laws.


Another answer could be that a person is required to show respect and honor his parents. In addition, the parents may demand it of him. A person must show respect and honor to his in-laws, but they can’t demand the respect.

Another way of clarifying this query is to identify what category of mitzvah the honor and respect fit into. Showing respect to in-laws is a mitzvah de’Rabbonon, whereas serving one’s husband is a de’Oraysa.


One thing is for sure: if one respects his in-laws, it will solve a lot of mother-in-law problems.

Reprinted this week’s issue of the VUES.

Yitro’s Response

By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour

[image: image10.jpg]




In the first section of Parashat Yitro, we read of the arrival of Yitro, Moshe’s father-in-law, at Beneh Yisrael’s camp at Mount Sinai. Yitro is described as “Kohen Midyan” – the priest of the nation of Midyan. He was a prominent clergyman, but he ultimately recognized the truth of the belief in G-d, and went out into the desert to join Moshe and Beneh Yisrael.


Rashi writes that what led Yitro to this decision to join Beneh Yisrael were two miracles of which we read in the previous Parasha, Parashat Beshalah. Namely, he heard about the splitting of the Yam Suf (Sea of Reeds), and the war against Amalek. These two great triumphs inspired Yitro and drove him to leave his faith and his people, and to join Beneh Yisrael.


We might ask why Yitro was especially inspired by the war against Amalek. It is easy to understand why the miracle of the sea would have a profound effect; according to one view, this event incorporated 250 miracles, and Beneh Yisrael themselves describe in the Az Yashir song of praise how the nations of the marveled over this miracle. 

The war against Amalek, however, does not appear to have been such a remarkable event. To be sure, Beneh Yisrael’s victory over Amalek was miraculous, but what set this miracle above the numerous other miracles performed for Beneh Yisrael, that it led Yitro to the drastic measure of abandoning his faith and joining them?


There is also another aspect of this story that requires explanation. The Torah relates that before Yitro’s arrival at the Israelite camp, he sent a message to Moshe informing him of his imminent arrival, seemingly indicating a request for a large, honorable welcome. Moshe indeed arranges a grand ceremony to welcome Yitro to the camp, and the question arises as to why a noble man like Yitro would request such a reception. Did Yitro really crave public honor, to the point where he asked Moshe to prepare a large reception for him?


The Be’er Yosef explained that Yitro decided to join Beneh Yisrael to counterbalance the effects of Amalek’s brazen attack. After the miracle of the Yam Suf, Beneh Yisrael were deemed invincible. The nations around the world were awe-struck by the slave nation that overpowered the mighty Egyptian empire without even taking up arms. Beneh Yisrael were looked upon with dread and reverence, as an untouchable people. Amalek, however, changed that perception. Amalek launched its assault in order to break this aura of invincibility, to demonstrate that Beneh Yisrael are not really that different than other peoples, to show that they, too, are vulnerable to surprise attack and can be dealt a debilitating blow.


Upon hearing of Amalek’s attack, Yitro decided to join Beneh Yisrael. This decision was not borne out of inspiration, but rather out of a realization that bold action was needed to rectify the effects of Amalek’s assault. Amalek succeeded in lowering Beneh Yisrael’s estimation in the eyes of the world, and Yitro therefore responded by doing what he could to bring honor and prestige to Beneh Yisrael.

 If he, a highly respected pagan priest, would leave his people and join Beneh Yisrael, he figured, the world will notice. Word will spread that this is a special nation that has now emerged on the world scene. It was in response to the epic Hilul Hashem caused by Amalek’s assault that Yitro decided to join Beneh Yisrael, out of a determination to do whatever he could to reverse the effects of this attack and restore the sense of awe and grandeur that Beneh Yisrael had achieved after the miracle of the sea.


And this is why Yitro, uncharacteristically, requested a large, public reception. He wanted his arrival to be made as public as possible, in order to achieve his goal. As he was joining Beneh Yisrael for the purpose of restoring their honor and prestige, he wanted his arrival to be made into a public spectacle, rife with pomp and fanfare, so that news of this event would spread far and wide, and people around the world would recognize the greatness and special stature of the Nation of Israel.

Reprinted from the Parashat Yitro email of DailyHalacha.com
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